Joins Freedom Movement

great honour. For two years he held this position and played a
leadership role in literary, cultural and other student activities. He
was bold enough to declare from the platform that India was eli-
gible for self-government and that the British Government should
not deny it.
As there was no B.A., degree class in PR College, he had to go
to Rajahmundry to prosecute his further studies in Govt. Arts Col-
lege at Rajahmundry. P.R. College of Kakinada and Govt. Arts Col-
lege of Rajahmundry were two oldest colleges in Andhra Pradesh.
The former was run by the Maharaja of Pithapuram and the latter
was a Govt. College. Students from all over Andhra Pradesh used
to join these colleges for their under-graduate studies. It is interest-
ing to know that these two colleges were in existence long before
the Andhra University was established. They had very reputed pro-
fessors and principals. Rajahmundry college had P.G. Courses too.
Because of his experience as secretary of the Excelsior union
Annapoornaiah was elected as secretary of Metcalfe union at
Rajahmundry. One of the special features of Rajahmundry Arts Col-
lege was that it had famous European Principals like Metcalfe and
Couldray who inspired the students. Sir S. Radhakrishnan and
'Andhra Ratna1 Duggirala Gopalakrishnaiah worked as lecturers in
that college. Kandukuri Viresalingam Pantulu was a Pandit. Such
was the reputation of that college.
In one of his speeches Annapoornaiah strongly criticised the Brit-
ish Government saying that it was mainly responsible for the pov-
erty of India. The then European principal who was angry took him
to task. He made him stand before the students and said "The man
who is standing before you is a big thief."
This remark drew laughter from the students because they al-
ready formed an impression that Annapoornaiah was a dare devil
and that he would not hesitate to defy the authorities - Teachers
thought that he was a reckless idealist and a fearless patriot.